Stimulation of the spinal cord in the treatment of traumatic injuries of cervical spine.
Since 1974, clinical experiments have been conducted at the Rehabilitation Clinic in Konstancin (Poland) on the effects of electrostimulation on the damaged spinal cord. 30 patients with stimulation after injury to the cervical spinal cord are reported. Patients with complete and incomplete cervical cord injury were compared. The patients were treated by surgical decompression with simultaneous implantation of stimulating electrodes in contact with the spinal cord. The control group of patients were operated upon in the same period for similar injuries, but had no stimulators implanted. Neurological improvement was better in the stimulated compared to the nonstimulated patients, both as regards number of neurological improvements as well as quality of neurological function. The comparison also confirmed a favorable effect of spinal cord stimulation on the development of bladder automatism.